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Foreword  
 
It is hard to imagine a part of our economy that serves a more important role than agriculture.  After all, we all need to 
eat, and Minnesota farmers are exceptionally good at providing us with a wide variety of high-quality products.  
Increasingly, agriculture is also seen as a source of energy to drive our economy – whether it is renewable fuel made 
from corn and soybeans or electricity produced from new technologies such as methane digesters. 
 
Minnesota agriculture has a long history as an economic cornerstone.  It supports many other industries, such as 
manufacturing, transportation, wholesale and retail trade, services, construction, banking, insurance, and real estate.  
Every agricultural production job supports an additional 1.5 jobs in all economic sectors.   
 
The economic contribution of Minnesota’s agriculture sector reaches far beyond on-farm revenue due to the so-called 
“multiplier effect.”  When you consider the business activity and jobs supported by agriculture, the total impact for 
Minnesota agriculture approaches $55 billion in economic activity and 367,000 jobs. 
 
The Minnesota Department of Agriculture’s mission is to work toward a diverse agricultural industry that is profitable 
and environmentally sound; to protect public health and safety regarding food and agricultural products; and to ensure 
orderly commerce in agricultural and food products.  As part of that mission, the Department helps produce the annual 
Minnesota Agricultural Statistics book.  This book provides a wide range of high-quality information on trends in crop 
and livestock production, farm income, and other data.  This accurate information is vital for decision-makers across 
the agricultural sector. 
 
I want to thank all the Minnesota farmers and agri-businesses who respond to the surveys by the National Agricultural 
Statistics Service.  This useful book is possible only through their cooperation and support. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Gene Hugoson, Commissioner 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
 
 
 
 
Minnesota’s farmers continue their dominant role in U.S. agriculture.  Their production has Minnesota ranking in the 
top ten of states producing many agricultural commodities.  The mission of USDA, National Agricultural Statistics 
Service (NASS), is to provide timely, accurate, and useful statistics in service to U.S. Agriculture. This bulletin 
provides easy access to the 2006 estimates for Minnesota.  Timely access to unbiased, accurate estimates of the 
nation’s food supply is vital to producers and consumers alike. 
 
USDA estimates are based on data collected from our country’s farmers and ranchers.  A special thanks to all the 
farmers who participate in our surveys and who know the value of having facts on which to base sound decisions.  
Agriculture is vital in Minnesota, and we thank all who are involved in supplying abundant and safe food for the nation. 
 
If you would like additional information, e-mail us at nass-mn@nass.usda.gov or call us at 1-800-453-7502.  You can 
also access our reports at www.nass.usda.gov/mn. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 

Douglas A. Hartwig, Director  
Minnesota Agricultural Statistics 


